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PFAC Reso          of 12/17/20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NYSDOT 2021 Safety Targets 



Revision to Plan 2045 Chapter 4 – System Performance  
per PFAC Resolution 513 of December 17, 2020 

 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) and Highway Safety 
Background 
On March 15, 2016 the FHWA published the final rule for HSIP and Safety Performance 
Management (Safety PM) Measures in the Federal Register with an effective date of April 14, 
2016.  The requirement was for targets to be set for the following performance measures: 

 Number of Fatalities 
 Fatality Rate (per 100 million vehicle miles traveled - VMT) 
 Number of Serious Injuries 
 Serious Injury Rate (per 100 million vehicle miles traveled - VMT) 
 Number of Non-Motorized Fatalities and Serious Injuries 

 
Safety targets at both the State and MPO levels must be set/updated annually.  
 
Target Setting Framework 
The following steps were used in setting targets for 2021: 

I. Estimation of existing trend 
As recommended by FHWA a linear trendline was used as the forecasting method. The 
five-year moving average (current year plus four preceding years) was used as the data 
point for each year. The forecast for 2021 was calculated using a 5-year moving average 
trendline. A percentage change was then for 2017-2021 versus 2014-2018. 

II. Adjustment for reasonability 
Having considered this (rounded) percentage change between 2017-2021 and 2014-2018, 
a 2% cap was applied. The cap allows for a target that forecasts a significant reduction but 
recognizes that large decreases are difficult to sustain year after year. 

III. Consideration of external and other factors 
External and other factors such as vehicle miles traveled (VMT), population, and safety 
programs were considered in the development of the targets. 
 

Performance Targets 
In keeping with the federal requirement for annual update of the safety targets on December 17, 
2020 through Resolution 513, NYMTC’s Program, Finance and Administration Committee 
resolved to support the NYSDOT statewide 2021 targets for the above-mentioned Safety 
Performance Measures.  These targets are shown in Table 4.1 below. 
 
 
  



Table 4.1 

 
 
Assessment of Progress in Achieving Targets 
New York State’s 2017-2022 Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) has an overall goal of reducing 
“the number of fatalities and serious injuries resulting from motor vehicle crashes on public roads 
in New York State.” The SHSP guides statewide efforts to address safety and defines a framework 
for implementation activities. NYSDOT’s Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) focuses 
on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the SHIP. It emphasizes data-driven 
approaches to improving highway safety and focuses attention on relevant emphasis areas and 
implement a range of SHSP strategies and countermeasures, as part of this HSIP process NYSDOT 
produces an annual report which documents the statewide performance targets. 
 
In supporting the statewide Safety PM targets, NYMTC continues to program projects and 
activities to address fatalities and serious injuries within its planning area. This is done through 
the current Regional Transportation Plan (Plan 2045) and Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) and will continue with the new Plan (Plan 2050) when that becomes effective in October 
2021. NYMTC supports a variety of safety programs designed to reduce fatal and serious injury 
crashes including the HSIP, New York City’s Vision Zero and the NYSDOT Pedestrian Safety Action 
Plan (PSAP). 
 
The current 2020-2024 TIP includes a description of the anticipated effects of projects in 
achieving the above-mentioned targets, effectively linking investment priorities to the safety 
targets. Additionally, Plan 2045 includes a safety goal with desired outcomes and near-term 
activities thereby allowing, performance measures and targets to be integrated into the 
transportation planning process. 
 

2021 SAFETY PERFORMANCE MEASURES: BASELINE and TARGETS 

 Number of 
Fatalities 

Rate of 
Fatalities per 
100M Vehicle 
Miles Traveled 
(VMT) 

Number of 
Serious 
Injuries 

Rate of 
Serious 
Injuries per 
100M VMT 

Number of 
Nonmotorized 
Fatalities and 
Serious 
Injuries 

NYSDOT 
Baseline 

953 0.79 10,524 8.68 2,417 

NYSDOT 
Targets 

1,012.7 0.82 10,896 8.87 2,583.5 




