


What is the Regional What is the Regional 
Commuter Choice Awards Commuter Choice Awards 

program?program?



•• A regional collaboration that creates a A regional collaboration that creates a 
buzz about commute optionsbuzz about commute options

•• An outreach to build awareness of the An outreach to build awareness of the 
impact of transportation decisions on impact of transportation decisions on 
the environmentthe environment

•• An enrollment tool for TMAsAn enrollment tool for TMAs

ItIt’’s about the airs about the air



RCCA 2007 recognized 27 employers whose RCCA 2007 recognized 27 employers whose 
commuter benefit programs help               commuter benefit programs help               

reduce traffic congestion                reduce traffic congestion                
and improve air quality in the                      and improve air quality in the                      
New York Metropolitan regionNew York Metropolitan region

ItIt’’s about resultss about results



This yearThis year’’s winners remove   s winners remove   
more than 60,000 weekly vehicle more than 60,000 weekly vehicle 
trips and over one million VMTtrips and over one million VMT
from roadways in Long Island, from roadways in Long Island, 
New York City and the Lower New York City and the Lower 

Hudson Valley. Hudson Valley. 



ItIt’’s about the buzzs about the buzz
RCCA 2007 was featured RCCA 2007 was featured 

in 25+ media outletsin 25+ media outlets



• Mobilizing the Region
• CBS Radio
• WFAS Radio 
• News Channel 12 
• Transportation Alternatives Magazine 
• Rivertown Magazine 
• Westchester.gov
• NYMTC Notes
• Commuterlink.com
• LITM.com
• Metropool.com
• Makovsky & Company Web site
• Rockland Community College Web site
• Town of Huntington Web site
• Village of Croton-on-Hudson Web site

• Newsday
• The Journal News
• Staten Island Advance
• AM New York
• The New York 

Observer 
• The Northender
• Hudson Valley 

Business Journal
• Westchester.com
• Putnam County News 

& Recorder
• Westchester Business 

Journal
• Mid-Hudson News
• Fox 5 News



ItIt’’s about 27 s about 27 
companies stepping companies stepping 
up to reduce traffic up to reduce traffic 

congestion and congestion and 
improve air qualityimprove air quality



•• PrePre--tax transit benefitstax transit benefits
•• Transit subsidiesTransit subsidies
•• Car/vanpoolsCar/vanpools
•• ShuttlesShuttles
•• BicyclingBicycling
•• WalkingWalking
•• TelecommutingTelecommuting

How they do itHow they do it



•• Good corporate citizenshipGood corporate citizenship
•• Environmental actionEnvironmental action
•• Attract and retain high Attract and retain high 

quality work forcequality work force

Why they do it: commuter Why they do it: commuter 
benefit programs  benefit programs  

make business sensemake business sense



RCCA 2007: RCCA 2007: 
Making it workMaking it work



An engaged committeeAn engaged committee
• Metropolitan Mobility NetworkMetropolitan Mobility Network
guided and advised program developmentguided and advised program development
•• Strong planning conference attendance Strong planning conference attendance 
bolstered program enhancementsbolstered program enhancements
•• TMAsTMAs facilitated nominations facilitated nominations 
•• Multiple site visits and event checklists Multiple site visits and event checklists 
smoothed venue planningsmoothed venue planning



• NYMTC Web page 
• E-mail flyer distribution
• Press release announcement
• Public official endorsements
• Simplified nomination form

Strengthened promotionStrengthened promotion



Improved program supportImproved program support
• New nominee 

solicitation follow-up 
letter 

• New single-page 
nominee narratives

• New scoring grid
• Selection committee 

guidelines and 
suggestions



•• New venuesNew venues
•• Photographer at Photographer at 

every eventevery event
•• New certificate New certificate 

designdesign
•• New display New display 

bannerbanner

Enhanced eventsEnhanced events



The region applauds The region applauds 
employers of employers of 

all types and sizesall types and sizes



Long Island:Long Island: AHRC Nassau, Air Techniques, Brookhaven National Laboratory, Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory, Eppendorf/Brinkmann, Geico,  Honeywell International, Girl 
Scouts of Nassau County, Town of Huntington 

Westchester:Westchester: Ginsburg Development Company, Kraft Foods, Village of Croton-on-
Hudson 

New York City:New York City: Allianz Global Investors, Auritt Communications Group, Design East, 
Inc., District Council 37, The Dwight School, Federal Aviation Administration, Philip 
Johnson Alan Ritchie Architects, Makovsky & Company, Sunnyside Community 
Services, SUNY Downstate Medical Center, WellPoint Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield 

Rockland:Rockland: SUNY Rockland Community College, Weichert Realtors, Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals



June 11: Mineola Intermodal Center, Long Island 
June 12: County Executive Press Room, Westchester 
June 13: Whitehall Ferry Terminal, New York City
June 14: Palisades Center, Rockland

A week of celebrationA week of celebration



• Outstanding employer attendance
• Officials raise air quality/congestion issues
• Commuter-friendly companies recognized 

in media 
• Winners profiled in RCCA program book

Events increase awarenessEvents increase awareness



MMN & the RCCA committeeMMN & the RCCA committee
Delivering the applause Delivering the applause 

companies deserve for companies deserve for 
helping clean the air helping clean the air 

and reduce traffic and reduce traffic 
congestion in the regioncongestion in the region


