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GoRail -
Mission and 
Goals

Who we 
are…What 
we Do…

National non-profit grassroots organization 
promoting the public benefits of rail.

Building public support for policies to 
expand rail.

Supporting legislation to expand rail 
capacity.

Opposing legislation that would shrink 
capacity.
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Demand For Freight Transportation To Rise Sharply
(billions of tons transported in U.S.)

19.7 bil

22.1 bil

25.1 bil

28.5 bil

The U.S. Department of Transportation expects total freight demand to grow 35% by 2040, which 
means the improvements made today are even more important for world-class service tomorrow.





What’s on 
that Train?



America isn’t 
America 
without 
Freight Rail. 



Public Benefits of 
Freight Rail



America’s Freight Rail 
Industry…the Engine that 
Keeps our Economy 
Strong



Employment



Conserving Fuel, Mitigating Pollution & Keeping Communities Safe







Freight Rail’s Impact in New York State



Short Line 
Tax Credit

Short Line tax credit (45G) 
was first enacted in 2005
Expired at the end of 2017

BRACE Act would extend tax 
credit permanently
295 supporters in House, 62 
in Senate



Surface 
Transportation 
Board (STB) 
members

Chairman Ann Begeman
• Appointed Chairman in 2018 by President Trump
• Second term expires December 31, 2020; can holdover one year

Patrick Fuchs 
• Sworn in on January 17, 2019
• First term on the Board

Marty Oberman
• Sworn on on January 22, 2019
• First Term on the Board

Michelle Schultz
• Nominated in 2017
• Waiting to be confirmed by Senate Commerce Committee

Robert Primus
• Waiting to be nominated by President Trump and then confirmed by 

Senate Commerce Committee
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Freight Rail in New York’s 
Metropolitan Area
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