


Recertification Meeting summarizing problems with the Willets Point 
Development Plan FGEIS and AMR. 
3. FOIL request dated March 4, 2010. 
4. FOIL request dated March 5, 2010. 
These submitted attachments not included here in this document. 

3. Comment (Submitted by Mail, Katherine E. Ghilain): 

This letter provides the comments of Willets Point United on the Draft Conformity 
Determination for 2008-2010 TIP and 2010-2035 Regional Transportation Plan.  The 
conformity Determination includes an evaluation of the Willets Point Development 
Project (Van Wyck) (X770.44). 

Willets Point United incorporates by reference the written and oral submissions that 
consultant Brian Ketcham has already provided to the NYMTC regarding this matter.  
Willets Point United also incorporates by reference the comments provided on the 
deficiencies of the Access Modification Report on Van Wyck Expressway ramps 
("AMR"), the NYMTC Congestions Management Process Report, and the Flushing 
Commons Draft Environmental Impact Statement ("DEIS") and its relationship to the 
Willets Point FGEIS and AMR (enclosed).  These comments include analyses of traffic 
and other transportation issues associated with the proposed access ramps.  As noted 
in the attached comets regarding the Congestion Management Progress Report, there 
is a discrepancy between the report and the New York City Economic Development 
Corporation’s claim that congestion on the Grand Central Parkway near the Willets 
Point project warrants the transfer of vehicular trips tot he Van Wyck.  In addition, the 
comments regarding the Flushing Commons DEIS indicate that the AMR 
underestimates future traffic conditions in the area. 

In light of the problems identified and discussed in the attached comments regarding 
underestimated and misrepresented traffic conditions, the evaluation of the Willets Point 
Development Project in the Conformity Determination should be scrutinized.  This 
project will cause severe congestion on the Van Wyck that must be addressed in 
present and future evaluations of its impact on the air quality of the area. 

Response:  This conformity determination includes Van Wyck X770.44 as one of 300+ 
projects that are required to be within the analysis as per USEPA’s regulation on the 
transportation conformity process.  All of the projects that are required by regulation to 
be in the analysis are noted in the Conformity Determination on Table 8.  The changes 
to the transportation network from those 300+ projects are coded into the highway and 
transit networks.  The modeling process produces the information required for the 
determination independently of any project level analysis. 
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NGVJ YORK METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL

Joel P. Ettinger
Executive Director

PROGRAM, FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE (PFAC)

RESOLUTION #295
ADOPTION OF THE TRAANSPORTATION CONFORMITY DETERMINATION FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE 2008-2012

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT-PROGRAM-AND THIr2010-2035 REGION.AL TRANSPORTATION PLAN; AS AMENDED

WHEREAS, the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council (NYMTC) is a regional council of governments which is the metropolitan
planning organization for New Yorl City, Long Island and-the lower Hudson Valley; an

WHEREAS, NYMTC's plannmg'area is included in whole or in part in several non=attainment areas for various pollutants as determined under
the Clean Air Act Ainendments of 1990: and

WHEREAS,_ iAS, NYMTC is amending its Transportation Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal Years 2008-2012 through amendments to be
adopted by each of its Transportation Coordinating Committees; and

WHEREAS, as required for non attainment areas by the Clean Air Act Amendments 01 1990 and in: consultation with relevant local, State; and
Federal transportation and environmental. agencies, NYMTC has undertaken a new regional emissions analysis for mobile sources of various
pollutants which incorporates those amendments which affect projects that have been determined to be "non-excmpt" for air quality purposes;
and

WHEREAS, that analysis shows that cumulatively, the transportation improvements identified in the 2008 2012 Transportation Improvement
Program and the fiscally-constrained element of the 2.01.0-2035. Regional Transportation Plan, as amended, meet all applicable regional emissions
tests for all pollutants in. all required analysis years as specified-in the New York State Implementation Plan for Air Quality; arid

WHEREAS, this regional emissions analysis forms the basis of a new Transportation Conformity Determination for the 2008-2012
Transportation Improvement Program and the 2010 2035 Regional Transportation Plan, as amended; and

WHEREAS, NYMTC has coordinated this Transportation Conformity Determination with the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation
Council and the Orange County Transportation Council as required for both the Poughkeepsie Ozone Non—Attainment Area and the New York
New-Jersey-Connecticut Fine. Particulate Matter (PM 2.5) Non-Attainment Area; and

WHEREAS, this Transportation Conformity Determination incorporates emissions results from the Poughkeepsie=Dutchess County
Transportation Council and the Orange County Transportation Council as needed to demonstrate conformity with applicable air quality
milestones; and

WHEREAS, this Transportation Conformity Determination has been publicly reviewed for 30 days and all comments received have been
addressed and are incorporated in this documentation; and

WHEREAS, this documentation and supporting analyses demonstrate NYMTC's compliance with appropriate Federal planning and
transportation conformity -requirements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Program, Finance, and Administration Committee determines that the 2008-2012
Transportation Improvement Program and the 2010 2035 Regional Transportation Plan, as amended, conform to the motor vehicle emissions
milestones set forth in. the New York State Implementation Plan for Air Quality and adopts this Transportation Conformity Determination.

This resolution shall take effect on the fifteenth day of April, two thousand and ten

ADOPTED: April 15.2010

"1 hereby certify that the above is a true copy of Resolution #295, Adoption of the Transportation Conformit y Determination for the
Amendment of the 2009-2012 Transportation Improvement Program and the 2010-203. Regional Transportation Plan, As Amended, and was
motioned by Ms. Patricia Chenika representing the Mid Hudson South Transportation Coordinating Committee and seconded by Mr. Jack
Schmidt representing the New Y ork City Transportation Coordinating Committee. This Resolution was adopted and passed unanimously by
the Program, Finance and Adn inistration Conunittee."

Robert Zerrillo MC Chair

T HE M ETR OP OLITAN P LANNING ORGANIZATION
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RESOLUTION 10-02 

Adoption of the Spring 2010 Air Quality Conformity Determination Statement for 
the Pough keepsie Ozone Non-attainrnent Area 

WHEREAS. the Poughkeepsie-Dutctiess County Transportation Co~~nci l  11aq hccn dusignarcd by 
thc Governor of thc Statc of New York as the Metropolitan Plnnniilg Organization, responsihlc, 
togctlrcr wirh the State, for tlie comprehensive, uont inuing, and coopernt ive tri~nspc~rtation 
pl;~nning process for the Poughkccpsic Metropolitan Aren; and, 

WHEREAS, thc fcdernl surk~ce transportation programs thnt arc tlic rcsponsihi!ity of rhc 
Poughkccpsie-Diitchess Co~ln ty Transportation Council arc authorized hy the Snfe. Accounznhlc. 
Flexihlc, Efficient Transportat ion Equity Act (SAFETEA) (Pub. L. 109-59. August 10, 21W1.5) 
throug 11 Decenihcr 3 1. 20 10: and, 

WHEREAS, t l~c  Federal I-Iighwny Administrat ion and Federal Transit Adnlinisrmtion is.;ucd n 
Finfil Kulc (Fcdcrnl Rcgister Val. 72. No. 30) on February 14, 2007 thnt in~plemenzed the 
provisions of 23 U.S.C. 1 34 and 1 35, and 49 U.S.C. 5303 and 5304 pursuant to SAFETEA; and, 

WHEREAS, 23 CFR Parts 450 (Planning Assisrance and Standards) and 500 (Manngcnicnt and 
Monitoring Systerns), and 49 CFR Part h 1 3 (Metropolitan and Statewide Planning) set forth thc 
national policy on the nictropolitnn transportation planning process, includin~ the development of a 
Mctmpolitan Tr:~nsportntinn Plan (MTP) and Transpartarion Improvement Pmgram (TIP) that 
compty with the trnnsportnzion conformity nile set forth in 40 CFR Part 93 (Determining 
Conformity of Federal Actions to Slate or Fcderal Implementation Plans); and, 

WHEREAS, the Pozrgl~keepsic-Dutchcss Covn ty Transpot-tation Cor~nci I adopted I ts  most recent 
Mezropolitan Transportat ion Plan (NPW Cr>nt~ecrio~rs). 21308-20 F 2 TIP, and associated air quality 
conformity determination litazerrlcnt on Novenihcr 29. 2007: and. 

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie-Dutchcqx Cotinry Trnnsport:ition CounciI shares responsibility 
for the Poughkeepsie (Mid-Hudson) 0 m n e  Non-attainment Area with the New York 
Metropolitan Transportat ion Coz~ncil and Onlnge County Transportation Council; and, 

WHEREAS, the New York Mctropoli tun Tranymrtation Council has proposed a major 
amendmen! to the 2008-20 12 TIP, which rcqrrircs n new air quality confornmity determination 
statement for the Pou~hkeepsie (Mid-Mucison) Os.one Non-artainment Aren; and, 

WHEREAS, n new air quality conforniit y rictcrminntion statement, which includes the 
con~hined emissions results for tlie New Y01.k Metrnpnlitan Tranr;portntion Cnuncil, Orange 
County Transportation Council. and Poughkecpsie-Dutchess Cau~ity Transportation Council's 
2008-20 1 2 Transportation Improvement Prograrl~s and MTPs, was subsequently completed on 
Mnrch 8.20 10; and. 
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- 
RESOLUTION 10-02 IT , , *  i ,.urn ,/ 

- 

\WEREAS.  I hc air qiinlit y conformity ~tctcrinination st;itcmcnt dcmon~t m t c ~  that N P N .  
C o t u l ~ c ~ i o t ~ . ~  i111d [lie 2008-20 12 Triinsportot ion  Imp~.nverncnt Prt~gmm still comply with kdenl 
and state air rlunlity standards; and, 

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess Counry Ti.nnspc~rtntion Council held n thirty-day public 
comment period for ttie air qua1 i ty conformity determination stnrcmcnl. cncting on April 9, 20 10: 
now therefore be it  

RESOLVED, that the Poughkecpsic-Dutchcss County Transportntior~ Council adopt< thc air 
quality cnn formi t y determination statement for !he Poughkeepcie 07.one Nan-attainment  arc;^. 

CERTIFICATE, the undersigned. duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Poughkcepsie- 
Dutchess County Transportation Council. ccrt i i ics that thc foregoing is  a !rue and correct copy of 
a resolution adopted by mail ballot on April 29.201 0.. 

Date William J .  Ijorton. P.E.. Acting Secretary 
Pough keepsie-Duzches~ County 
Transponation Council 
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Resolution 2010-2 

ADOPT A NEW TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY DETERMINATION TO FULFILL 
TI-IE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CLEAN AIR ACT FOR FINE PARTICULATE 
MATTI{H EPM2.5) AND O%ONI< 

WHEREAS. the Orange County Transportation Council IOCTC) has been designated by the 
Governor of thc State of New York as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) responsible. 
together with the State. for the comprehensive, continuing. and cooperative transportation planning 
process for Orange County; and 

WHEREAS, OCTC i s  required to submit a Tnnsportation/Air Quality Con fo mi ty Determination 
to the US Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and to the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) in  accordance with the final conformity rule promulgated by EPA (40 CFR 5 1 and 
93) when another MPO in the same nun-attainment area makes significant revi5ions to 
transponat ion projects in its Transportation hproven~ent Program (TIP) and/or ?,ong-Rimgc 
Tranqportation Plan (LRTP), and 

WHEREAS. there are no significant changes to transportation projects that might impact air 
quality in the OCTC TIP or LRTP, and 

WHEREAS. Title 42 USC. Section 7506 13) (A) states that cnnfornlity of transportation plans 
and programs will he demonstrated if: 

1 .  the plans and programs are consistent with recent estimates of mohile source emissions, 

2. [he plans and programs provide for the expeditious implementation of certain 
transportation control measures. 

3. the plans and programs contribute tn annual emissions redvctiorls consistent with the 
Clean Air Act of 1990. as amended, and 

WHEREAS. Orange County has been designated hy the EPA to be a part of the NY-NJ-CT 
PM2.5 Non-Attainment Are:! with Ncw Yurk City, h n g  Island, Westchester and Rocklnnd 
Counties and part of the Pouphkeepsie Ozone Nanattainment Area (PONA) with Dutchess and 
Putnam Counties. and 

WHEREAS, changes to tranr;plrtntion prjects, in ~thc NYMTC TlP necessitate the need to 
reevnluarc transpnnationlair quality conformity for the NY portion of the NY-NJ-CT PM2.5 
Non-Altainrnent Area and PONA. and 
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IWEREAS, QCTC has coordinated transprtationlair quality conformity arld the rcgional 
eruissions arialyses with both NYMTC and the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation 
Council (PDCTC), and 

WHEREAS. OCTC. NYMTC and PDCTC have assessed the impact of all non-exenrpt 
transportation projects i n  their TIPS and LRTPs, and 

WHEREAS, thc results of the rcgiannl emissions analyses in the PM2.5 and ozone conformity 
determinations demonstrate compliance with the transportation conformity regulations using the 
interim buildlno-build and less than 2002 base year enlissions tests. and 

WHEREAS, OCTC opened a 30-day public comment period on March 8th. 2010 hp posting 
hnth draft PM2.5 and ozone conformity determinations for public review on the OCTC website, 
and 

WHEREAS, no ptihlic comments were received by OCTC during such public comment period 
ending on April 7'"' 201 0, and 

WHEREAS, it  i s  the opinion of the Orange County Transportation Council that the 
transportation projects in the OCTC FFY 2008-2012 TIP and Long Range Transportation Plan 
continue to conform with thc requirements of Title 42 USC, Section 7506 (3) (A) as interpreted 
by €PA (40 CFR 51 and 93) and that the transportation projects in the Plan and TTP will not 
cause new air quality violations, worsen existing conditions, or delay timely attainment of 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards, 

NOW, THEREFORE, RE IT RESO1,VED that based on the analyses performed by the 
Orange County Transportation Council, New York Metropolitan Transportation Council and 
Poughkeepsie-Dutchess Comty Transportation Council, we find that the transportation projects 
in the OCTC FFY 2008-30 12 TIP and OCTC Long Range Transportation Plan conform to 
transportation/ais quality requirements of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (40 CFR 5 1 
and 93)- related U.S. Department of Transportation guidelines (23 CFR 450) and with Title 42 
USC. Section 7506 (3) (A). 

CERTIFICATE: Tlre rtader.siaq?ned d14y qlrnlified Srrr-etaty o f t h ~  Orange Counv Tmrrspoi-ratio11 
Cnlwcil cet-rije,~ rho! the jolepoing i v  (1 true nrtd cnrr.er.t rol?~ of  n r-e.solution ndopred I?! the 
rn!ing mernhprs r)n Mn! , 201(1. 

Date: ~/I?P(P By: /d&& 
Bill  oho on, Secretary 
Orange County Transportation Council 
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